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UMKHOMAZI WATER PROJECT PHASE 1:  
MODULE 2: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

 
 

DEA PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION MEETING 
 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 

MEETING TYPE: DEA Pre-Application Consultation Meeting  
DATE: 21 January 2013 
TIME: 14h00 
VENUE: DEA Offices, 315 Pretorius Street, Fedsure Forum Building 

 
 
Attendance: 
 

No Name Affiliation Telephone Email 

1.  Reggy Nkosi (RN) DEA 012 310 3036 rnkosi@environment.gov.za 

2.  Danie Smit (DS) DEA 012 310 3659 dsmit@environment.gov.za 

3.  Sindiswa Dlomo (SD) DEA 012 395 1856 sdlomo@environment.gov.za 

4.  Kobus Bester (KB) DWA 012 336 8613 besterK@dwa.gov.za 

5.  Niel van Wyk (NvW) DWA 012 336 8327 vanwykn@dwa.gov.za 

6.  Lyn Archer (LA) Umgeni Water 033 341 1345 lyn.archer@umgeni.co.za 

7.  Jonathan Schroder (JS) AECOM 012 421 3533 jonathansc@bks.co.za 

8.  Mike Howard (MH) AECOM 012 421 3611 mike.howard@aecom.com 

9.  Donavan Henning (DH) Nemai Consulting 011 781 1730 donavanh@nemai.co.za 

 
No apologies tendered. 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introduction 
 

The meeting commenced at approximately 14H00. DH chaired the meeting. 
 
 
2. Purpose of the Meeting 
 

DH explained that the aims of the meeting were as follows: 
 
1. To introduce the project to DEA; 
2. To seek clarification regarding certain matters that pertain to the EIA process;  
3. To determine DEA’s requirements; and 
4. To confirm the process and timeframes. 
 
 
3. Project Overview 
 

JS provided a brief project description.  
 
The table below summarises salient points discussed under this item. 
 

No. Question / Statement Response Action 

3.1 NvW: Explained options from a 
strategic perspective, which included 
desalinisation, reuse of water and a 
transfer scheme from an adjacent 
catchment. 

Noted - 

3.2 RN: Enquired about project JS: Application would include the following: - 
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No. Question / Statement Response Action 

components that would form part of 
the uMWP Phase 1 EIA application. 

1. Smith Field Dam; 
2. Tunnel; 
3. Balancing dam; 
4. Raw water pipe to Water Treatment 

Works; 
5. Water Treatment Works; and 
6. Bulk water pipe to reservoir. 

3.3 NvW: Explained resistance to the 
reuse of treated effluent, which 
included ignorance. 

Noted - 

3.4 LA: Noted that a study was 
undertaken by Umgeni Water 
regarding desalinisation.  

KB: For the various options, the distribution of 
the water and the associated limitations need 
to be considered.  
NvW: Explained disadvantages associated 
with desalinisation.  

- 

3.5 RN: Asked about the level of the 
technical studies that would feed into 
the EIA. 

DH: Technical studies would be at a sufficient 
level to incorporate into the EIA 
documentation.  

- 

3.6 RN: Future growth in the lower 
uMkhomazi catchment needs to be 
considered.  

KB: Noted that some of the downstream water 
users in the catchment include irrigation and 
forestry. 
JS: The proposed Smith Field Dam was sized 
to make provision for future growth in the 
catchment.  
NvW: Emphasised that the source catchment 
should not be disadvantaged and that ample 
provision was made at Smith Field Dam in this 
regard. There is a commitment to make 
provision for future growth in the catchment.  

- 

3.7 RN: Asked why the graph in the 
presentation pertaining to the 
existing yield in the system shows an 
increase.  

JS: The increase relates to return-flows.  
NvW: Explained growth of demand and the 
return flows, based on the presented graph.  

- 

3.8 RN: Enquired about the alternative 
locations for the dam site. 

KB: Various alternatives considered as part of 
the pre-feasibility and feasibility studies.  
DH: Information on all screened alternatives 
will be provided in the EIA documentation.  

- 

3.9 RN: Enquired about the tunnelling 
alternative. 

KB: Alternatives to the tunnel structure were 
investigated. Various ways of building the 
tunnel are also under consideration.  
NvW: Different configurations for the tunnel 
and the balancing dam were considered.  

- 

3.10 RN: Noted that all alternatives that 
were considered for the project 
components need to be explained.  

Noted - 

3.11 LA: Enquired about the depth of 
detail that needed to be provided to 
DEA.  

RN: The Department needs to be satisfied that 
all alternatives were considered.  
DH: The EIA documentation will discuss all 
feasible alternatives in detail.  
DS: Suggested that a matrix be used to 
explain all the alternatives that were 
considered and the criteria that were employed 
to identify the preferred options.  

- 

3.12 NvW: Alternatives that will be 
explained include unconventional 
(desalinisation and reuse) and 

KB: Water conservation and demand 
management will also receive attention.  

- 
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No. Question / Statement Response Action 

conventional (transfer scheme) 
options.  

3.13 RN: Asked about the anticipated 
cumulative impacts.  

DH: The uMkhomazi is one of the last large 
free-flowing rivers in the country.  
DS: Recommended that for cumulative 
impacts consideration needed to be given to 
the impacts in the larger context, for example 
other dams in the two catchments.  

- 

3.14 RN: All infrastructure associated with 
the project needed to be linked to the 
EIA listed activities.  

DS: Suggested that the Application Form 
rather include all possible listed activities that 
could be triggered by the project, which could 
be amended later on if any activities were 
deemed irrelevant.  

- 

3.15 RN: Consider the dumping of the 
spoil material associated with 
tunnelling.  

Noted - 

3.16 RN: Asked what the size of Smith 
Field Dam would be in relation to 
other dams in South Africa.  

JS: Smith Field Dam would be similar in 
storage capacity as to Spring Grove Dam. 
NvW: Noted that Smith Field Dam would only 
store 20% of the Mean Annual Runoff (MAR), 
which is regarded as small.  

- 

3.17 RN: Enquired whether there was a 
standard used in South Africa in 
terms of storage of MAR. 

KB: Noted that the relationship was normally 1 
MAR stored.  
NvW: Environmental requirements and cost 
are crucial factors to be considered.  

- 

3.18 RN: Highlighted that lessons needed 
to be learnt from Spring Grove Dam. 

Noted - 

3.19 SD: Authorities at a provincial level 
needed to be involved in the EIA 
process.  

Noted - 

3.20 SD: Enquired whether people 
needed to be relocated. 

DH: Noted that relocation of people was 
necessary based on risks captured in the 
Environmental Screening Report, prepared by 
BKS.  

- 

 
 
4. EIA Process 

 
The table below summarises salient points discussed under this item. 
 

No. Question / Statement Response Action 

4.1  DH: Distinguished between EIAs for 
raw water (DWA) and potable water 
(Umgeni Water) for uMWP. 

Noted - 

4.2  RN: Asked who the lead authority is 
in terms of Umgeni Water’s 
component.  

LA: DEA - 

4.3  RN: Separate applications to be 
submitted for the raw and potable 
water components. 

KB: Could apply for the different phases of the 
project. 
SD: Could submit one Application Form for the 
different phases for the raw water and a 
separate Application Form for the potable 
water.  

- 

4.4  LA: Expressed concern regarding the 
validity period of the Environmental 

RN: Validity period required to be specific.  - 
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No. Question / Statement Response Action 

Authorisation.  

4.5  LA: The potable water component 
may trigger a Basic Assessment or a 
Scoping and EIA process.  

RN: Request can be made to increase the 
requirements from a Basic Assessment to a 
Scoping and EIA process to allow for alignment 
of the potable water with the raw water EIA 
process.  

- 

4.6  DH: noted recent requirement by the 
KZN Department of Agriculture and 
Environmental Affairs that specialist 
studies needed to be done 
independently from the 
Environmental Assessment 
Practitioner.  

RN: DEA has not yet taken a decision in this 
regard.  
DH: The Plan of Study for the EIA will stipulate 
which specialists are affiliated with Nemai 
Consulting. DEA to decide whether these 
specialists are acceptable.  
SD: All specialists to sign declarations.   

- 

4.7  LA: From Umgeni Water’s 
perspective, the Water Quality 
Assessment is done in-house. 

RN: Technical studies can be undertaken by 
the project proponent.  

- 

4.8  DH: Invitation to Authorities Meeting 
to be forwarded.  

Noted DH 

 
 
5. Way forward & Close  

 
The meeting was concluded at approximately 15h30. 
 

 


